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Let me tell you a bit about a running joke 
among our family.  Anytime we travel with the 
Miller’s (Jim & Mindy) and someone needs 
something, Mindy has it.  She always carries 
her “magic bag”.  Whatever you need, she’s 
got it in there.  It’s almost like the magician’s 
hat, but without the doves and rabbits.  It’s 
more like a Walgreen’s in there, what with the 
pharmaceuticals, firsttems, snacks, health & 
beauty items, greeting cards and magazines.  
I, for one, have been saved more than once 
by the “magic bag”.  It’s bottomless, I swear! 
 
The lesson to be learned here, of course, is to 
be prepared!  The question is: prepared for 
what?  With what?  So let’s talk about what 
you carry in your car, or maybe you  
 
 
 
 
 
 
don’t.  I used to be better with this in my ’99, 
not so much with the ‘speed and I can’t really 
explain why.   
more power continued . . . . . . . . . .  
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A carbon-fiber breakthrough could make 
the next Mazda Miata even lighter  
Digital Trends - By Ronan Glon  July 25, 2016 8:17 AM  
 

Tipping the scale at just 2,332 pounds, the 
Mazda MX-5 Miata stands out as one of the 
lightest new cars on the market today. The 
Japanese firm is always looking to push the 
envelope in terms of lightness, and one of the 
company’s top executives has revealed that 
the next-gen model will lose even more weight. 

The next-generation Miata will make extensive 
use of ultra-light materials, including carbon 
fiber, in order to shed precious pounds without 
shrinking down in size, according to Nobuhiro 
Yamamoto, the roadster’s project manager. 
And while the idea of using carbon fiber to 
shed weight isn’t new, the material remains 
relatively expensive, so it’s currently best 
suited to high-end sports cars like the BMW i8 
and the Lamborghini Huracán. However, 
Mazda is confident it can solve the cost 
problem by developing a new, more affordable 
type of carbon fiber in the coming years. 

Yamamoto explains that making the Miata 
lighter will allow it to use an even smaller 
engine because it will have less weight to 
move around. British magazine Autocar  

. 

 

believes the next-gen roadster could use a 
three-cylinder as its base engine, though we 
won’t learn more specific technical details for 
at least another year. Notably, it’s too early to 
tell if the three-banger will be naturally-
aspirated, or if the Miata will go turbo for the 
first time in its decades-long history. What’s 
certain is that downsizing will reduce the 
Miata’s level of exhaust emissions. 

Mazda has plenty of time to develop cheaper 
carbon fiber. The fourth-generation Miata 
went on sale last year, and its replacement 
isn’t scheduled to arrive until 2021 at the very 
earliest. The company has a long history of 
leveraging the benefits of economies of scale, 
so it’s safe to assume that even volume-
focused models like the 3 and the 6 will rely 
on lightweight materials after the turn of the 
decade. 

 

 



 from MotorTrend.com  Meghan Stewart April 2016 

 
 
5 coolest things about the 2017 Mazda MX-5 Miata RF 
 

 
1. Trunk Space 
The hard top’ design doesn’t take up any extra trunk space 
compared to the 2016 Mazda MX-5 Miata, which offers 4.6 
cubic feet of trunk space. The Miata RF;s hard top folds into 
the same space as the soft top, so consumers won’t need to 
sacrifice ant more space when considering the RF model 
against the standard car, 
 
 

 
2. Hard Top Design 
The hard top’s design doesn’t disrupt the side profile or jut 
from the rear fender. During the design process, Mazda 
placed the shut lines of the retractable top above the crease 
line. Thanks to a combination of engineering and design, the 
Miata RF achieves that coupe-like appearance without 
dramatically affecting the overall look of the car. 

 
3. New Display 
The Miata RF features a unique 4.6 Inch color display next to 
its instrument cluster. The softtop offers up a black and white 
display that shows the temperature, fuel level, and trip 
computer, but the RF’s TFT display will also feature vehicle 
graphics, such as when the roof is opening or closing.  The 
hardtop will also get exclusive Nappa leather, while the 
softtop will only offer regular leather on its Grand Touring 
model. 
 

 
4, Driving Position 
Drivers and passengers might find the Miata’s cabin more 
accommodating, as the RF does without a seat height 
adjuster and has a tad more room for taller drivers. Removing 
this feature saved a bit of weight on the Miata RF, which is 80 
– 100 pounds heavier than the softtop 

 
5 .Fastest retractable Hardtop 
The Miata RF has the fastest retractable hardtop in the 
industry. In just 12.5 seconds, the new RF’s top goes from 
fully closed to fully opened, and can do this at speeds up yo 6 
mph. The hardtop utilizes the same motor found in the third-
gen model’s hardtop, but has been tweaked to offer faster 
opening and closin times. 

  

 
2             Volume 27  issue 8 
 

 



BMC Members and Guests: 

 

The Second Annual “Miatas Meet-in-the-
Middle” event is coming up on Sunday August 
28th. This is a picnic with the Northcoast 
Miata Club at Mohican State Park.  
 

Our goal is to get as many Miata's from the 
two clubs in the parking lot as possible so 
please drive your Miata if you can. Last 
year we had 23 Miata's from the BMC and 
the Northcoast club had about 30. We need 
to beat them this year!! 
 

We will no doubt meet and leave somewhere 
on route 3 near Westerville between 10:00 
and 11:00 AM. I will provide more detail on the 
starting point, time and route in the next few 
weeks after we make a test run to check for 
road construction, etc. 
 

The clubs are providing hamburgers and hot 
dogs with all the accessories and sides. 
Please bring your beverage of choice. Don’t 
forget we are at a state park so no alcohol. If 
you want something different to eat please 
bring it along and we can throw it on the grill. 
We have a large pavilion so this is rain or 
shine event. If you have any picnic games you 
like to play, and you can fit them in your Miata 
please bring them along. Also bring some 
lawn chairs if you can. 
 

Please send me an e-mail byTuesday 
August 23rd if you plan to attend so we 
can get the correct amount of food 
krhodes555@aol.com. Kathy and Diane 
Calhoun will drive our Honda CRV as a "mule" 
car to take charcoal, a larger cooler, and the 
food. We may have room for a few extra 
chairs etc if you can get them to our meeting 
point. 
 

Looking forward to a great event and lots of 
fun with the Northcoast club.  
Please RSVP to krhodes555@aol.com by 
August 23rd so we can get a count for food. 
Thanks, 
 

Kevin and Kathy Rhodes 

WALDO – G & R DOTM 
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Buckeye Miata Club 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 

August 04, 2016 
 
? Members Attending 
  
Meeting called to order by Steve Johnson – filling 
in for club president Linda Johnson 
New Members: Mark & Joyce Gleckler (returning 
members, originally joined in 2000).  Les & 
Harriet Stanley  
Tonight’s Dinner: Lazy Chameleon  
 
Treasurer’s Report by Bob Kincer  
1st: Jeff Billow 
2nd: Kathy Rhodes  
So moved 
 
Old Business: 
July 8 & 9 Arthritis Car Show Dublin, Ohio –  
   Scott Langley – 1,300 cars 
July 15-16 Bluegrass & Bourbon Tour – 

Kentucky –McCallister & Peyton – 
14 cars 

July 23  West Liberty Ice Cream Run – 
Langley – 7 cars  

July 30  Pool Party – Kincer – 19 people (11 
members) 

July 31   Autocross Points #3 – Brian Clause – 
53 drivers 

September  All Horse Parade – Delaware – 
Billow - CANCELLED 

 
New Business:  
Tonight   Corn Picking from Nancy Clemons’ 

trunk    
August 5&6 London Rib & Jazz Festival – 

Clemons 
August 8 DOTM – G&R – Waldo – Koch 

(McCallister leading drive north) 
Possible trip to “The Wilds” – Rhodes – 
information to follow 
Possible trip to Canton & Football Hall of Fames 
& Winery - Calhoun  
 
Upcoming Events: 
August 7 Autocross Points #4 
August 8 DOTM – G&R – Waldo – Koch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 28  Meet in the Middle with North Coast 

Miata Club – Mohican State Park 
Meet at Krogers (Rt. 3 & Maxtown 
Road) to caravan.  Bring lawn chairs 
 and beverages (no alcohol) – all food 
provided.   

Sept 10  Soine Vineyards – Peyton 
10  

Sept 14-18 Nashville #3  
 
50/50 Raffle: Mike Jennings - $25 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 
Next meeting: September 1, 2016 6:30pm 
Dinner: Sumeno’s 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pamela Billow 
Buckeye Miata Club Secretary 
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2016 Buckeye Miata Club Officers 
 
President:    Linda Johnson 
Treasurer:    Bob Kincer 
Secretary:    Pam Billow 
Competition Director:  Brian Claus 
Social Director:   Bill Koch 
Newsletter Editor:   Chris Riner 
Historian:    Kate Koch 
Membership Director  Mike & Brenda Fisher 
Webmaster:    Jim Hayter 
Insurance Coordinator  Kevin Claus 

Photographer:   John Ness 



BMC 2016 Calendar of Events 
August: 

4th (Thurs) - Monthly meeting at Byers Mazda/Subaru   

7th (Sun) – Autocross Points Event #4 

8th 
(Mon) DOTM G&R (Koch)  

28th (Sun) Meet in the Middle Mohican State Park 

(joint event with North Coast Miata) (Rhodes) 

TBA Stockport Drive?? (Clemmons) 

TBA Canton Trip - Hall of Fame/ Winery - overnight 

 

September: 

1st
 (Thurs) - Monthly meeting at Byers Mazda/Subaru.  

4th (Sun) – Autocross Points Event #5 at Carfest 

10th   Soine Vineyards Night (Peyton) 

14th – 18th
 (Wed - Sun) “Miatas Play Music City” 

regional event, Nashville, TN.  

20th (Tues) DOTM - Flanagans – (Riner/Lester) 

25th (Sun) – Autocross Points Event #6 

TBA – The Wilds – Drive and Visit (Rhodes) 

 

October: 

6th
 (Thurs) - Monthly meeting at Byers Mazda/Subaru  

TBA - Byers Appreciation Lunch (Johnson)  

TBA – (Sat) Road Apple Tour to Amish (Kahle).  

TBA- DOTM (Doug Henderson).  

TBA - BMC Autocross Awards Dinner 

23rd  Fall Road Rally (Johnson) 

 

November: 

3rd (Thurs) - Monthly meeting at Byers Mazda/Subaru  

12th (Sat) Car Talk (Rhodes)  

26th (Sat) - BMC Squared Party (Johnson)  

TBA- DOTM (Billow). 

 

December: 

1st
 (Thurs) - Annual Christmas Party (no monthly 

meeting) TBA 

TBA Caroling Party (Nieman).  

 

More Waldo! 
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V Miata Services by Scott  
 
• 30K Tune-Up Service ($325) new plugs, timing & 

synth. fluids  
• Basic timing belt Service ($325) incl. new Mazda 

belt & spring  
• 60K Full Service ($675) incl. 30K service + Std. 

Timing Belt Service PLUS 
• all drivetrain fluids, brake and clutch fluids, filters, 

gaskets, checks and lubrications called for by Mazda  
• Add Water Pump Replacement to any timing belt 

service ($150) new pump, gaskets and coolant  
• Other mechanical work and Accessory 

Installation – call for quote ($35 per hr.)  
• Detailing by Appt, call for details - can include:  
• Exterior - Paint polishing, swirl removal, touch-ups, 

wax and more  
• Interiors – carpets steamed, seats cleaned, leather & 

vinyl treated and more  
 
I'd be glad to discuss any work you may want or need. If 
you have questions about what I can provide or just about 
your Miata in general, I'll be glad to help! 
 

(614) 633-7419 

Detailing . . . . . . . .  
 
Many of you know that I offer paint 
polishing, interior cleaning, tops, engine 
bay detailing and more, using the same 
processes and many of the same products 
as seen in the demo at Performance Auto 
Spa.   
 
I've been detailing Miatas for many years 
and can handle clear coat and single-
stage paints as well as repaints. I can 
bring new life to your car by removing 
oxidation, eliminating swirls and more. 
 
Now's a great time to schedule a Detail. 
give me a call anytime - 614-633-7419. If I 
can't pick up, please leave a message. 
 
Happy Motoring! 
- Scott Langley 
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2013 result 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8081 Bowfin Road 
Blacklick, Ohio 43004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


